[Contact factors in severe sepsis].
Coagulation and fibrinolysis are not activated in an isolated system but it involves numerous interrelations with the kininogen-kinin pathway and the complement. In severe sepsis, substances released by microorganisms, notably lipopolysaccharides, can activate the contact system, and particularly in such circumstances, contact activation probably plays a role in the occurrence of haemodynamic changes and consumption coagulopathy. Evidence of kininogen-kinin pathway activation as assessed by biological investigations in patients with severe sepsis, could lead to the therapeutical use of natural or synthetic protease inhibitors.